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INSIDE JOB

BY DANIEL LEHMAN
dan.lehman@backstage.com

W hen Ken Lazer got his 
first job in casting, he 
looked at it as a learn-
ing opportunity—and a 

chance to get paid—on his way to 
pursuing an acting career.

“I thought it would be great as 
a recently graduated acting stu-
dent to see what really happens 
behind the camera,” he says. Hav-
ing earned his BFA in theater at 
the University of Miami, Lazer was 
hired as a casting assistant by cast-
ing director (and fellow U. of M. 
graduate) Lori Wyman in Miami. 
But a job that was supposed to last 
just two weeks evolved into Lazer 
booking background talent for fea-
ture films and TV series, learning 
how to direct actors in the audition 
room, and eventually running cast-
ing sessions.

The first auditions that Lazer 
held on his own were for a Cool 
Whip commercial. He says the 
moment of truth arrived when the 
client called Wyman to discuss the 
audition tapes.

“After the phone call, [Lori] ap-
proached me and said she needed 
to talk to me,” he says. “Of course, 
my mouth went dry and my heart 
started racing. She said, ‘I just got 
off the phone with the director. He 
told me that he’s been doing this for 
over 20 years, and this was the best 
casting session he had ever seen. 
You are now in charge of all the 
commercials.’ ”

In addition to commercials, 
Lazer continued to cast film and 
TV projects in South Florida with 
Wyman throughout the ’90s. Dur-
ing a visit to New York City with 
his family, though, he was push-
ing his way through the crowds at 
Rockefeller Center when he had an 
epiphany: He would move to New 
York.

He left behind his girlfriend and 
a successful career, only to find that 
he couldn’t get a foot in the door at 
any of the casting offices in the city. 
“No one would talk to me from 
these casting houses,” Lazer 
says. “I remember this 

being a very dark time in my life.”
Producers with whom he had 

worked  in Florida recommended 
him to CD Donna DeSeta. “If 
it wasn’t for Donna DeSeta, I 
wouldn’t be here today in New 
York,” Lazer says. He calls her 
“like a mom to me even to this 
day” for giving him his first free-
lance casting gig in the city and 
helping him build his reputation 
as a casting director.

“Suddenly,” he says, “casting 
companies that at first wouldn’t 
take my calls were now calling 
me, saying, ‘Why don’t I know 
about you?’ and ‘You must be 
good if Donna hires you.’ ”

Lazer established himself by 
freelancing with more casting 
companies in the city, includ-
ing Beth Melsky, Kipperman 
Casting, and Liz Lewis Cast-
ing Partners. He opened Ken 

Lazer Casting, where he casts 
television commercials, industri-
als, TV shows, films, webisodes, 
voiceovers, and more. He also 
casts reality TV and spots featur-
ing “real people.”

Lazer wants actors to give 
their best on-camera audition, so 
he makes sure they feel relaxed 
enough in the room to be them-
selves but also take direction. He 
is especially grateful that his job 
as a casting director means giv-
ing potentially life-changing op-
portunities to so many aspiring 
actors.

“Last year I gave a chance to a 
nonunion actress in her 40s who 
gave an incredible audition, the 
best of the day,” Lazer recalls. 
“When she finished, I asked 
her who her agent was, to which 
she responded that she didn’t 
have one. I asked her why, since 
I couldn’t believe that someone 
with her talent was not repre-
sented. She explained, ‘It’s hard 
to get agents or managers to no-
tice you.’ I told her that was going 
to change. I sent her audition to a 
few nonunion agents and manag-
ers with a message that said, ‘No 
representation yet. Who wants 
her?’ She now has several agents 
and managers sending her out 
on auditions. I find that to be re-
warding.” <
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 • Apr 17 & 19

Guests & Master Classes
• NATHAN TRICE • Adv Int Contemporary • 4/2-4/13 • Mon-Wed-Fri •2:30-4:30

• LISA GAJDA • Adv Int Theater Dance • starts 4/10 • Tue & Thu • 2:30-4:00
 • TARA MARIE PERRI • MindBody Dancer® Yoga one day Workshop 

with Live Music by SHANE SHANAHAN  • 4/22 • Sun • 6:30-8:30
• VALERIE SALGADO • Adv Int Contemporary Jazz • 4/6-4/13 & 4/27-5/4 • Fri •6:00-7:45 

• CAROL SCHUBERG • Adv Int Theater Dance • 4/16-5/2 • Mon & Wed • 2:30-4:30 

ULTIMATE INTRODUCTORY ADULT DANCE WORKSHOPS
Sun •PILATES with ANNA LOMBARDI • 1:30-2:30

Sun • TAP with DEREK ROLAND • 2:30-4:00
Sun • BALLET with KATHRYN SULLIVAN • 4:00-5:30

Sun • THEATER DANCE with SCOTT THOMPSON • 4:00-5:30
Mon • BALLROOM STYLES with SARIKA HUDSON • 7:00-8:00

Pre-pay and multiple workshop discounts online & at Steps  •  StepsNYC.com

6 sessions! 

4/15 - 5/21 

EVENTS&UPDATES

Dance • all styles, all levels, for all ages
STEPS on Broadway, 2121 Broadway, New York, NY 10023

Phone 212-874-2410 • Fax: 212-787-2449 • www.StepsNYC.com

The Performance Lab
Dance, Music, Theater, Performance Art, Multidisciplinary Works

Fri 4/13 @ 9:00pm  •  Tickets $10 
Tickets $10 online or at Steps• for more info www.StepsNYC.com or claire@StepsNYC.com

with Joshua Bergasse  • choreographer, “Smash”
Tiffany Little Canfi eld • Casting Director, Telsey & Co
Lucille Dicampli • Talent Agent, McDonald Selznick Associates  
Ruthlyn Salomons • Dance Supervisor, Disney’s The Lion King

Tickets $10  •  visit StepsNYC.com or call 212-874-2410 x27

Steps Beyond presents… ARTISTS TALK SERIES: GETTING THE JOB 
Fri, April 20, 8:00pm@ Steps on Broadway

 

Experienced in Actors’ Returns
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Income Tax servIce
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• Get every deduction allowable by law
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• Electronic filing available (refunds in 2 – 3 weeks)

Don Aibel, Tax Attorney
250 West 57th St., Room 615, New York, N.Y. 10019

(212) 765-7532    Fax: (201) 767-5583

0405 Depts.indd   7 4/3/12   2:49 PM


