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“VOCAL POWER COMES FROM BALANCE, and balance takes time and skill to achieve. Patience is well-rewarded in vocal 
studies.” —JOHN HENNY

A S K  A N  I N S I D E R

JAMES CALLERI, PAUL DAVIS, AND ERICA JENSEN  
are the Artios Award–winning casting team of New York–

based Calleri Casting, which cast Broadway’s “Venus in Fur,” 
TV’s “Army Wives,” and the Sundance hit “Another Earth.”

[ Inside Job ] 

James Calleri, 
Paul Davis, and 
Erica Jensen
CASTING DIRECTORS, CALLERI CASTING
BY DANIEL LEHMAN

1WHAT DO YOU WISH MORE ACTORS 
KNEW ABOUT AUDITIONING?

Paul Davis: If an actor gets into an audition 
room, if they have a callback, they should celebrate 
that and then let go. There are so many variables 
outside an actor’s control, so they shouldn’t take it 
personally when a part doesn’t come their way.
James Calleri: Also, we are looking to them 
for answers. There is nothing sexier than an 
actor who comes in and says, ‘I’ve got this. Let 
me show you how it’s done. Look no further,’ 
by what they do in the room with the work.

2 WHAT IS THE 
FIRST THING 

YOU LOOK AT 
ON AN ACTOR’S 
RÉSUMÉ?
Erica Jensen: I tend 
to look at training 
first. But I wish actors 
would condense 
their résumés to the 
most important work 
they’ve done. Don’t be 
afraid of white space!
Davis: White space. 
No kidding. Many 
actors jam too much 
onto their résumé. 
Less is more.

3WHAT MAKES A 
GOOD CASTING 

DIRECTOR?
Davis: Passion. I love 
when casting directors 
share the enthusiasm and 
victory of a booking in the 
same way that an actor 
does. We know how hard 
it is and really celebrate 
when an actor wins.
Calleri: I think it’s all 
about good taste and 
liking actors. You just 
have to love them.
Jensen: And it’s better if 
you don’t have kids, so you 
can go to the theater a lot. 

BURR STEERS ,  ACTOR- DIRECTOR 

Q. What have 
you learned 
about acting 

as a director? 
A. Being relaxed in front of the camera changes everything. When you have that con!dence in 

your ability, it will be there when the camera starts. It’s a terrifying thing to give up the line 
reading you’ve been practicing and be there in the moment, reacting o" the other person. I try 

to keep as casual an atmosphere as possible, and I’m not in any way authoritarian. It’s a collaboration.
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Find representation now. Visit our career center at casting.backstage.com
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