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“YOU CAN’T SQUEEZE YOURSELF INTO SOME EMOTIONAL PLACE—it must be activated in a flash as if on the 

tips of your fingers, ready to go seconds after your slate or call of ‘Action!’ ” —JOSEPH PEARLMAN, ACTING COACH

[ Inside Job ]

Andrew 
Adamson
WRITER-DIRECTOR, “CIRQUE DU 

SOLEIL: WORLDS AWAY”

BY DANIEL LEHMAN

A S K  A N  I N S I D E R

ANDREW ADAMSON  

is the Academy Award–nominated director of “Shrek” and “The 

Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.” His new 3D film “Cirque du 

Soleil: Worlds Away,” in theaters Dec. 21, immerses audiences 

in seven of Cirque du Soleil’s Las Vegas stage shows.

1WHY DID YOU WANT TO BRING CIRQUE DU 
SOLEIL FROM STAGE TO SCREEN?

I was a big Cirque fan. Any time I had guests visiting I would 
always take them to Las Vegas for the sole purpose of seeing 
one of those shows. It felt otherworldly, and you saw people 
doing things that were impossible. It transported me to a 
dreamlike space, and that’s what I wanted the film to do.

2HOW DOES THE FILM 
COMPARE WITH 

THE LIVE SHOWS?
We wanted to offer something 
that the live show doesn’t, which 
is feeling like you’re onstage 
with the performers and seeing 
things that you couldn’t see 
otherwise. These people are 
doing things that are so remark-
able physically, but often they 
happen in the blink of an eye. 
Slowing them down and being 
able to see the detail of what 
they’re doing offers the audi-
ence a different experience.

3WHAT DOES THE 
USE OF 3D ADD TO 

THE PERFORMANCES?
It’s about the combination 
of danger and beauty, like 
combining ballet with mo-
tor racing. You’ve got the 
adrenaline of danger, yet 
at the same time you’re 
watching something 
balletic and beautiful. 
3D gives you a sense of 
vertigo that enhances 
the danger, and I think 
that makes the experi-
ence more satisfying. 

TODD J USTICE ,  TALENT MANAGER ,  MARSHAK /Z ACHARY COMPANY

Q. 
Do you 
attend 
workshops 

and/or showcases?
A.

The workshops I attend are usually based at major schools or a place where I know I can 6nd good 
talent, like Reel Pros or Actors in Action. It’s killing two birds with one stone: I can see a dozen in a short 
period of time, and then I’m not bothered by having to take a meeting I may not want. If I know that I 

need, say, an African-American actor under 25, and then I go to a showcase where there are two African-American 
actors, I don’t have to wade through interviews. I can see the talent audition for me onstage and then make a 
decision whether they’re for me or not. 

 actor 101  industry

Find representation now. Visit our career center at casting.backstage.com

QUICK TIP | 


